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DID YOU SEE THAT? 
John 4:39 
 
  We thought the question was innocent enough but we quickly found out differently.  At our Conversational 
English Class we asked if they had any questions that were not answered.  They got our attention by asking if there 
is a God and is God’s plan for everyone the same. Amazing, right? The initial response was to give them the theology 
of the existence of God, a good, solid “Sunday” answer.  The right answer was, “Yes there is and He loves you”.  Are 
there occasions in our lives when we find ourselves giving a “Sunday” answer to a “Tuesday” issue?  Our motives 
somehow become confused, selfish; and we may either respond with a promise we probably won’t keep or just 
remain silent.  We do want to “do right” and “think right” but  circumstances add up and bring doubt, fear or 
apprehension.  How do we overcome this?  The short answer is that I can’t tell you based on my experience alone.  I 
can walk with you as we discover some of what God says about living right and living well.  And by the way, the first 
step is always confession — I can’t but He can (Matt. 19:26).  As always, we do not want a program, since a program 
will likely translate into a sufficiency of works IN right living whereas we desire works that flow OUT of a right 
relationship (Eph. 2:10). 
 Our context for this consideration is the spotlight of “Who’s Your One?”.  Pastor Michael has challenged us 
for the last month to identify one person in our lives to pray for, to reach out to and to bring the gospel into their 
lives.  In order for us to accomplish this we need begin by taking a few moments to recall the time God drew us into 
a right relationship with Him through Christ in confession and repentance.  Remember the peace and joy that He 
brought into our hearts and minds.  Remember the freshness of hope and joy of expectation that became part of 
our lives.  Remember the twin desire to have more of Him and to tell everyone how He has changed our lives.  Now 
we are ready! 
 In John 17 Jesus prayed not that we would be taken out of the world but that we would be kept from the evil 
one.  In Matt. 5:13-16 Jesus calls us to be “salt” and “light” in the world.  Part of the call is to “let our light 
shine…that they may see…and give glory to our Father (v. 16).  Yes, we should be able to share the gospel orally; 
give our testimony, tell our story, tell His story.  Would you believe ‘there’s and app for that’?  Absolutely, and it's 
called “Life Conversation Guide” or “3 Circles”.  It’s in either app store and its free, check it out.  Now, let’s consider 
how we live, act or behave in the world as “light” for others to see and glorify God. I hope these four things will help 
you along the way: 
 
I. REASSURE, INSPIRE  (Rom. 1:12) 
 
 In our following Christ we face numerous attacks, challenges and setbacks.  Evil is relentless, sin is pursuing 
us and Satan is on the offensive (1 Pet. 5:8).  Paul reminds us (Eph. 6) that we are in a spiritual war.  So, part of the 
importance in our lives is that we live in such a way as to encourage one another. We find and give comfort, 
encouragement, reassurance, and inspiration to one another in the midst of trials by our own responses.  Further, as 
we respond in faith, the unbelieving world is curiously drawn to a manner of life shaped by peace and joy. 
 
II. YOU REMIND ME OF SOMEONE…  (2 COR. 5:20) 
  
 How many people do you think you encounter each day - 10’s, 100s, more?  In this number we are told that 
as many as two-thirds are outside of Christ.  Since we probably will not speak to every one of them we must realize 
that our behavior speaks volumes!  This verse tells us that we are ‘ambassadors’, or representatives, of God and that 
He is making His appeal to the lost through us.  His appeal is for them to turn to Him and be made right.  Now, our 
behavior may “get” their attention, but the gospel is the “power of God unto salvation” (Rom. 1:16) 



 

 

 
III. IT’S NOT THAT THEY ARE A “WIERD UNCLE…”  (2 Tim. 1:8) 
 
 Whether we like to admit it or not, being ashamed of the gospel can be a reality.  It’s not what we planned or 
even what we thought.  But then, why else would we find a cautionary verse like this in the Bible?  Is our reluctance 
to engage in gospel conversations with those we encounter because we are ashamed?  Is it that we are afraid of 
rejection? Being made fun of? Or ridiculed?  Do the stories of modern martyrs and the martyrs of old enliven us or 
frighten us?  Whatever the case the best news is found in the five words at the end of the verse, “by the power of 
God”!  His plan, His power. 
 
IV. AWARENESS…  (ECCL. 3:4) 
 
 Let’s start with a given - that life is tough and unfair for everyone.  Then let’s decide to live both parts of Mt. 
22:37-40 —— 1to love God supremely and 2to love others as ourselves.  I believe our key here is observation and 
awareness.  Learning to live in a manner that sees others and notices their pain, suffering, joy and success is not all 
that easy. It requires a heart that cares.  You see, our needs press on us from every side and our perspective 
becomes myopic, narrow.  Breaking out of this pattern is possible only in Christ.  As we grow closer to Him (Jam. 
4:8), spend time in His word (Rom. 10:17) and recall with thankful hearts the work of the gospel in our lives (1 
Chron. 16:34), we are becoming more like Christ and more observant of others.  What we do or say to someone in 
need will never be as important as that we are there for them. 
 
 
 So, what happens now?  It is as simple as accepting the life that God has called us to: “Come unto me” (Mt. 
11:28-30), “Follow me” (Mk 1:17), and “As you go” (Mt. 28:19-20).  In layman’s terms, our quiet times, our 
obedience to the Lord and our love for others are the foundation of witness.  I would ask that you pray for me that 
all of this would be true of me every day.  I’ll pray that is becoming true of you, too. 


