
1.    ADVANCE PREPARATION

Do the following activity:
• Say, “I am going to give a special treat to the one who is first and greatest.”
• Have your children line up with the most eager at the front.
• Send the child at the front of the line to the back.
• Give the treat to the child you moved from the front of the line to the back.
• Say, “Why would I give the treat to the person at the back of the line? Let’s turn to the Bible to find out.”
• Read Mark 10:35-45 (summarize for smaller children).
• Give a treat to the remaining children/family members. 

2.    DEVOTION
 

In this story, two of Jesus’ disciples, James and John, come to Him and say they want a special place in God’s 
kingdom. They want to be first. They want to be great. If we’re honest, we’re a lot like James and John because we 
often want to be first and thought of as great.

But in this passage, Jesus tells us that being great isn’t about being first or having some special position. Jesus taught 
that being great in God’s eyes is about looking for ways you can serve other people instead of putting yourself first.

Jesus said whoever wants to be first or great must actually become a servant. And Jesus lived this out in His own 
life. Even He said He did not come to be served, but He came to serve others. Think of all the people Jesus served 
and helped during His life. Most importantly, Jesus served us all by dying on the cross for our sins. 

3.    QUESTIONS
        
Young Children                                                 
What are some ways that you can help (serve) other people?

Older Children    
Why is it important to serve more than be served? 

Students
Why is it important to serve more than be served? What are ways that you can do this today?

4.    PRAYER
 

Thank You, God, that we have each been fearfully and wonderfully made by Your hands. Help us to use the unique 
qualities that you have given us to glorify You. Amen.
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